                                         FLEXI-BRICK 

Brick and Mortar 
INSTALLATION INSTRUCIONS

ESTIMATING:

Measure the square feet of the area that you intend to cover (length of wall x height of wall = square feet). Subtract square footage for windows and doors if needed. We recommend purchasing an additional 5-10% of material to make sure you have enough to complete the job. 
TOOLS NECESSARY:
-Scissors or aviation snips    
-Tape measure

-Pencil                             
-Straight edge

-Level or line level          
-Masking tape 

-Drop cloths                                
-Protective gloves and eye protection

-3/16” notched trowel

PREPARATION: 

Make sure wall or surface to be bricked is dry, flat and sound (free of damage or flaking plaster or paint).  If not flat, repair with thin-set or other appropriate product as irregular surface will be noticeable after applying Flexi-Brick. All wall paper must be removed. Smooth or glossy surfaces should be scuffed up with sandpaper in order to provide maximum adhesion. 
If working in area that needs to be protected, spread drop cloth. 

To avoid getting mortar on adjoining surfaces, mask them off.  Don’t forget to remove tape before mortar dries.
Cover all seams with mesh (at least 3” on each side) 

PLANNING THE LAYOUT:
Installation always starts from the top and is worked down. If applying to a wall with an outside corner and one inside corner, we recommend staring at the outside corner with a full corner brick.  Mark this corner with a X.  All cuts would then be at the inside corner.
If your wall has two outside corners, installation should start at both corners and then worked to the center of the wall.  Work away from the corners having all your cut brick toward the center of the wall. 

If your wall has two inside corners, mark the most visible corner with a X.  Start in this corner and working to the opposite corner. 

WALL LAYOUT:
Now that you have determined where you will start you can now layout the vertical and horizontal mortar joints. With a Story Pole in hand, tack the vertical top side of the tape measure in the upper corner of the wall where the wall meets the ceiling.  Pull tight, tack to the bottom of the wall.  Transfer the center of mortar joint marks onto to the wall. Repeat on the corners. 

To Mark your horizontal mortar joints, you will use the opposite side of the Story Pole that is labeled horizontal mortar joints.  Start in the corner that you earlier marked with a X.  Tack tin the upper corner of the wall, flush with the corner, pull level and tight and tack the opposite end. N Now you can mark your center of mortar joint lines on the wall.  These marks represent the centerline of the mortar joints between the full brick of every other row.  Do the same at the bottom of the wall starting from the same point. 

Now that all your marks are transferred to the wall we recommend every 6th vertical mark and every 3rd horizontal mark is chalked from end to end and ceiling to floor.  These will be your reference lines. 

BRICK APPLICATION:
Starting in the corner that you marked earlier with an X, apply mortar adhesive to wall with a 3/16” or ¼” Notched trowel (depending on substrate), starting at the top working an area of 3 to 6 square feet. Set brick into mortar pressing into place allowing excess mortar to ooze out along all edges of brick to insure proper seal.  Use your chalked lines as guidelines to align you rows of brick.  It is always helpful to stand back away from the wall to get a better view. 


Finish your mortar joints in each section you do as you go along.  You have a limited working time with the mortar (especially outside, wind and sun causes it to dry up faster) Smooth the mortar joints with a damp paintbrush.  It’s very important to make sure that all of the brick edges are embedded to insure a proper seal and to prevent any moisture from getting behind the brick. Remove any access mortar.  Try not to get mortar on the face of the brick, if you do, let dry then nock off later, don’t rub into the brick surface.  Complete the wall using these steps, working the same size area and finishing the mortar joints as you go along. 
CLEAN-UP:
Clean tools, brushes and hands with soap and warm water while mortar is still wet. 
HELPFUL HINTS:
Working Time with Mortar:  Working time will vary depending on temperature and weather conditions.  Cooler, humid and calm wind conditions prolong drying time.  Warmer, dry and windy conditions will speed up drying time. 

Outdoor Temperature:  We recommend that the temperature is above 45deg. F. and does not drop below freezing.  Mortar has a water base and will freeze. 

Weather Conditions:  We recommend that work is protected from rain for 5-7 days after installation. 
Sealing Brick Edges:  It is very important to seal all edges of each brick to keep moisture from getting trapped behind the brick. 

Solid Sub-straight:  It is very important that the sub-straight that you are adhering the brick to is solid and durable.  

Cutting Brick:  Cutting a single brick before it is applied can be done with a pair of scissors or aviation snips.  When brick is already mortared in place you can use a circular saw with a carbide tip blade. 
